“We are desperate for young leaders,”
was the opening statement by Ron
Pritchard, an 1968 All-America from Ari-
zona State University who will be in-
ducted into the College Football Hall of
Fame in December, speaking at the Lead-
ership Conference for Play-It-Smart par-
ticipants from Chandler and Glendale
High Schools.

“They referred to the 1970s as the ‘Me
Generation,” but | believe we are living in
the Me Generation right now,” he contin-
ued. “It’s due to the poor view we have of
who we are and the arrogant attitudes that
currently prevail. It needs to be more
about US, not ME. As an athlete, you are
arole model, and you need to set the right
example. Live your life in terms of what

same theme by saying, “What you are do-
ing today will set you up for life. Drugs
and alcohol are what will get you off
track.” He cited examples of the dangers
of using such drugs as Ecstacy, Gamma
Hydroxy Butyrate, Ephedra Alkaloids and
other dietary supplements and stated,
“You have to take a stand against using
drugsto be aleader.”

Russell Scott, a Prevention Specidist
with Southwest Behavior Hedlth and an
assistant defensive coach at Chandler, led
the group through an exercise in goal set-
ting and in identifying team and personal
goals. “Take care of the little things to get
to the big goal,” he advised. “ Successfully
visualize executing the details of each task
repeatedly until they are firmly in your

you want people to say at your fu-
neral.”

The day-long session held in
Tempe, Arizona came about as a re-
sult of discussions at a review and
planning meeting last November in-
volving representatives of the four
Arizona Play-It-Smart schools and
Tom Taradash and Charlie

mind. Focus on specific details
and not the outcome. Don't just
set persona football goals, but
team and school goals as well.
You have to take care of business
in the classroom because we need
everybody on the field. Be posi-
tive with yourself and all others,
and stand strong for what
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McBride of the NFF Valley
of the Sun Chapter. The is-
sue was continuing educa-
tion during the off-season

Ron Pritchard, 2003 College
Hall of Famer, spoke to Arizona
Play It Smart participants at
their Leadership Conference on
May 18th.

you believe.”

Chandler Head Coach
Jim Ewan outlined the “Six
Pillars of Character”: trust-

Co-Editors:

-Kelly O'Brien,
Project Coordinator,
NFF Center

-Philip Marwill, NFF
Director of Communications

and getting the team seniors

to take ownership of their leadership roles.

The opening speaker was Charlie
McBride, who was an assistant coach at
the University of Nebraska for 23 years.
“Character is the basis of life and the first
thing that will make you a leader,” he told
the two dozen juniors who will be next
season’s seniors. “ Character will influence
your actions, and what you do will reflect
on you and your family. Y ou must choose
to do things that are right and have the
courage to make tough decisions.”

Dr. Dave Lewis, Director of Drug Edu-
cation for the National Hockey League
and Magjor League Soccer, followed the

worthiness, respect, re-
sponsibility, fairness, caring and citizen-
ship. The participants broke into small
groups to discuss their personal goals and
topics brought up by the speakers. Glen-
dale Head Coach Mark Smith brought the
Conference to aclose by stating, “Every
day that you wake up you have choices to
make. Some have good outcomes, some
have bad outcomes. Know how to make
the right decisions. Don't live your life
depending on luck.”

- Lew Shaw, NFF Valley of the
Sun Chapter
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Each day, students of O. Perry Walker HSin New Or-
leans, La., previously walked through hallways covered
in graffiti. Recently, 32 football players, who weretired
of looking at the sore sight, took matters into their own
hands by participating in the school’ s
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teerstook part in a pickup basketball tournament and
dined on a New Orleans style lunch provided by the

O. P. W. Football Booster's Club and St. Mary’s Church.
“We had agreat time, and | think the boys have a sense
of pride and accomplishment when they

“Beautification Day”.

Under the direction of Ms. Moore, the
school’ s disciplinarian, “ Beautification
Day” was a complete success. The football
playersrallied other students and sport
teamsto assist in painting the school to
make it bright and alive again. It was a
joining of students who were not accus-

walk down the hallways of their school,”
claimed Head Football Coach Frank Wil-
son. * We hope to continue to do more for
our school in the future to make it amore
beautiful placeto learn.” Academic Coach
Angela Crock is also proud of her student-
athletes. “1t was so easy to sell the athletes

tomed to working together, but who were &
bonded by a common pursuit. |
When the work was complete, volun- '

# on coming. It was a beautiful day,” she
& (" said. “Next time we' |l have more student-
athletes take part in the event.”

Between April 26 and May 3, more than half the 88 Play
It Smart teams spread out across the country for community
service events as part of the Second Annual National Play It
Smart Week. The event has proven to be arallying point for
Academic Coachesto strengthen their relationshipsin their
local communities while raising the self-esteem of their
players.

“Many AC®have said that the community service events
have been the most gratifying thing about their Play It Smart
experience,” said National Play It Smart Director Jim Pres-
brey. “Community service empowers the students and serves
as an excellent team building activity.”

The week’ s eventsincluded activities with alocal fire
department, a benefit for the American Cancer Society, a
bake sale to benefit ateammate who lost his house in afire,
painting a rehabilitation center, the building of a home with
Habitat for Humanity, a reading/literacy program, visitsto
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On Monday, March 10", seven Cleveland Browns play-
ers, Michael Boireau, Felipe Claybrooks, Anthony Henry,
Michael Josiah, Qasim Mitchell, Thomas Pittman, and
Lewis Sanderstook part in a“ Super Bowl Initiative” at
Glenville HS in Cleveland, Ohio. Academic Coach Lalisa
Anthony created the “ Super Bowl Initiative,” which takes
place during the weekly study tablesto increase player par-
ticipation and coach involvement during the off-season.

Each Cleveland player worked with a different group of
student-athletes as they designed a collaborative essay on a
previously chosen topic. One team had the task of finishing
the sentence, “I am glad that | play football at Glenville
High School, otherwise | would be...” The Browns players
had the opportunity to interact with the student-athletes
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local nursing homes and hospitals, donating time at the hu-
mane society, holding football and life skills clinics for ele-
mentary school kids, numerous “clean-up” projects, and a
food bank where more than 60 players from seven New Jer-
sey Play It Smart schools spent three hours sorting food.

Patterson HS had one of the larger turnouts with more
than 80 student-athletes joining Baltimore Ravens Jonathan
Ogden’s Club for two days of Special Olympicsin Balti-
more, Maryland.

“The event gave my guys a better understanding of life
outside of Patterson and people who are different than them-
selves. It taught them to treat everybody as equals,” said
Patterson Academic Coach Kelly Bagdasarian. “My kids
teamed up with some of the same athletes from last year's
National Play It Smart Week. A nice bond isforming be-
tween our athletes and their athletes around this event.”
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while also sharing their own life experiences.
Although this was the first visit that the Browns made to
Glenville, the two hope to

have an on-going relation-
ship. This past fall, Ronnie
Walker and Robert Browning
were honored as Browns
Head Coach Butch Davis'
Academic Achievers, and re-

cently the Browns donated a
computer to the academic #o

centers at both Glenville and | #
Akron-Buchtel high schools.




In 1948, three young men met on afootball field at
Greenbrier Academy in West Virginia. After two years at
Greenbrier, the group headed to play football at the Univer-
sity of Virginiawhere they helped the Cavaliers achieve
great success on the field. Following graduation, each made
Charlottesville home, and each went on to use the lessons
learned on the football field to become leadersin their re-
spective fields. The 55-year-old bonds forged on the foot-
ball field have remained the one constant in their lives.

During their years at UV A, others would join this ex-
traordinary group. One became the best man at the other’s
wedding. Another became the godfather for the other’s
child. When this special group gathers, the stories from the
past are fondly remembered along with discussions about
establishing alegacy for future generations. In October
2002, Joe Palumbo, a UV A College Football Hall of Famer,
Gene Corrigan, an NFF Gold Medal Winner and Board
Member, Carl Smith, an NFF Board Member, Tom Scott, a
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Known for supporting local educational initiatives,
the IDT Corporation recently teamed up with the Play It
Smart program at East Side High School in their hometown
of Newark, NJ. IDT, amultinationa carrier, telephone and
technology company, will provide financial support through
2007, ensuring that next year’s freshmen participants at East
Side will have the advantage of an Academic Coach during
their entire high school career.

“1 want to thank IDT. Their involvement provides the
critical local financing for Play It Smart to succeed,” said
Jon F. Hanson, Chairman of the National Football Founda-
tion. “Play It Smart has quickly become arallying point for
all those in the community who want to make a demonstra-
ble impact on the lives of young people.”

The Play It Smart funding model calls for local financial

Despite the challenging times facing public schools and
non-profit organizations, the NFF has identified a wide
range of financial sources to support the Play It Smart pro-
gram. Just as our Academic Coachestailor their programs
to meet the needs of their students, we have implemented a
flexible fund raising strategy designed to leverage our local
and national relationships to meet the needs of each commu-
nity.

The data collected by the NFF Center as well as the testi-
monies of head coaches, Play It Smart participants and
school administrators have played a key rolein attracting
the attention of our current financial supporters and many
new potential sources of funding, including individuals, cor-
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UVA College Football Hall of Famer and NFF Board Mem-
ber, Chief Neshit, a UV A standout on and off the field,
Frank Kessler, aUVA standout who was coached by Neshit
and Palumbo after they graduated and a number of commu-
nity minded UV A alums such as Jana Crutchfield and Terry
Daniels raised the money to bring Play It Smart to Char-
lottesville.

This group recently reaffirmed their commitment to Play
It Smart by organizing a second meeting in Charlottesville
with many prominent community members to discuss gen-
erating additional support for the program in the Blue Ridge
Mountain Region. This group clearly understands the
power of the game in building tomorrow’s

leaders. By bringing Play It Smart to Char-
lottesville, they honor the football bonds that
have strengthened their own lives while en-
suring that future generations will have the
same opportunities.

support after initial seed funding from the National Football
Foundation. After learning of the impressive results from
the program’ sfirst four years, IDT’s CEO Jim Courter
wanted to secure Play It Smart’s place in the Newark com-
munity.

“Play It Smart works. It improves academic performance,
raises graduation rates and increases the number of students
going on to higher education. In short it hasa
positive impact on students and local commu- ‘
nities,” Courter said. “Our participationin < AN
‘Play It Smart’ is another example of how k“
IDT isinvesting in the future of the nation by
providing people with the tools they need to I DT
succeed.”

donors, foundations and the public school system itself.
We will continue to develop relationships with potential
partners as we spread the news about Play It Smart’s un-
qualified successes. Our victories are truly atestament to
all the hard work and passion that the Academic Coaches
put into their individual programs. Thank you all for your
commitment to this truly worthwhile effort
that we call Play It Smart.

- Play It Smart National Director
Jim Presbrey
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Seven Play It Smart schools gathered on Saturday, The day’s events culminated with atour of the Uni-
March 15" for the first ever Mid-West Leadership Con-  versity of Notre Dame and a discussion with Fighting
ference at the College Football Hall of Fame in South Irish alum, Bobbi Brown, who reminded Play It Smart

Bend, Ind. Executive Director Bernie Kish and his participants, “Don’t let football use you; use football to
dedicated staff hosted the event, which included: Akron  get an education.” Brown, who played receiver at
Buchtel and Glenville HS, Cleveland, Ohio; Winton Notre Dame from 1996-99, exceeded academically
Woods HS, Cincinnati, Ohio; Holmes HS, Covington, while magjoring in three subjects. Sociology, Govern-
Ken.; Dunbar Vocation HS, Chicago, Ill.; Murray- ment, and Computer Engineering. Members of the
Wright HS, Detroit, Mich.; and Clay HS, South Bend, Irish Women’s Swim Team also provided advice. They
Ind. urged the audience to “prioritize” and “schedule their

Each of the student-athletes took
part in an activity that taught them to
“appreciate differences’ in people, as
well asa“blindfolded” passing drill
that refined their communication and
planning skills. Afterwards, the play-
ers dispersed across South Bend to
display their own unique leadership
skills with community service projects
at thelocal YMCA, the Boys and
Girls Club, and the local food bank.

time” whilein season, to “know their
professors’, and to “take ownership” of
their work- “what you putinto it, is
what you will get out of it.”

Attendees praised the event as a suc-
cess with many student-athletes ex-
pressing their desire to return next year.
Each had a chance to identify and prac-
tice their leadership skills while also
learning what it takesto exceed at the
next academic level.




