Mr. Randy Daniels of Orange High
School in Orange, New Jersey, has been
named the “Lou Rettino High School Foot-
ball Coach of the Year” by the New Y ork
Giantsfor 2001. After severa years of hard
work and steady improvement, Coach
Daniels took the Tornadoes to their first ever
State Finals this season with an 8-4 record.

Daniels and his Tornado football team
were one of four pilot schoolsin 1998 to
become part of the Play it Smart program.
Since then, they have set a standard of excel-
lence for all other participating schoolsto
strive for. Jim Presbrey, the Director of Play
It Smart, attributes Daniels' successto the
“holistic program” which he has created. It
is one that incorporates “football, academics,
and life.” 1n 2000, 80 percent of the seniors
in the football program went off to college
compared to only about 20 percent just afew
years before. Colleagues praise Coach
Daniels as a“father figure, a mentor, coach
and friend.” He has “ expectations that each
member of histeam will do their best on the

2001 was a memorable season for the
Orange High School Tornadoes, the Austin-
East Roadrunners, and the Commerce Raid-
ers. Each team made it to the State Super
Bowl gamel!

The Tornadoes went into their final game
with two of their startersinjured, but thisdid
not stop the team from giving 110% on the
field. According to Academic Coach Paul
Bolden, “the Seniors had displayed excep-
tional leadership through out the season. The
guys believed in themselves, their team-
mates, and their Head Coach, Mr. Randy
Daniels.”

The Roadrunners also learned what it

field and in the
classroom.”

Coach
Daniels has been
no stranger to rec-
ognition. In past
years, he has been
named Co-coach of
the Year by the Or-
ange Transcipt and
Coach of the Year

in Essex County by
The Star Ledger. In honor of his recent suc-
cess, Coach Daniels will receive a certifi-
cate of recognition signed by the Giants
Head Coach Jim Fassel, NFL Commis-
sioner Paul Tagliabue, and the NFL Director
of Y outh Development Gene Washington.
In addition, the Orange High School pro-
gram will receive a check for $1000 and
each member of the team will receive at-
shirt.

Congratulations! Coach Daniels from all
of the Play It Smart staff.

takes to become champions. In addition to
hard work, players need to work as one. Aca-
demic Coach, Ore Pumariega, says histeam
“really came together at a new level during
the playoffs.”

The Raiders believed in themsel ves when
no one else did. When alossinterrupted their
undefeated season, the team learned to refo-
cus and to never take an opponent for
granted.

Although they did not all come home with
trophies, each team learned what it takesto
be a true champion; hard work, motivation,
desire, and alot of heart!




Destination 2002 took place on Saturday,
February 9 at Drexel University. 90 people par-
ticipated in the day’ s events, including nearly
70 football players and 14 academic coaches
from Northeast schools.

Participants began their day in atwo-part
L eadership workshop that included a discussion
about leadership initiatives with members of
the Drexel Student Athlete Advisory Council
and the Villanova Football team followed by
presentation by Harold Lusk, the former Defen-
sive Back for the Indianapolis Colts. Asare-
sult, David Holloway (Hill House H.S.) now
plans “to get more involved with team deci-
sions, designing plays, resolving conflicts, and
speaking up to coaches and captains.”

Afterwards players and coaches had a
chance to tour historic Philadelphia, including

$

Have you seen us lately? In the past few
months, the Play It Smart program has received
national recognition in avariety of media
SOUrcCes.

In August, the program was profiled by “ The
Early Show” on CBS. Thiswas followed by an
up-close interview on chsnews.com with Play It
Smart National Director, Jim Presbrey and Vice
Chairman of the National Football Foundation,
Ron Johnson.

Play It Smart has a so received some attention
in anumber of newspapers, including the Chi-
cago Tribune and the New Haven Register .
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It is no secret that the Play It Smart pro-
gram has had a significant impact on many,
if not all, of its participants. Theinitial num-
bers have been quite impressive. GPA’s and
SAT scores have increased, students have
become more involved in community ser-
vice, graduation rates have increased, and a
greater percent of participants are attending
higher education than ever before.

On February 6, the National Signing Day
for football, 11 varsity athletes at Glades
Central High School (FL) signed college
scholarships, with 8 players going to a Divi-
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the steps of the Philadel phia Museum of Art,
made famous by the Rocky movie. They even
made avisit to the Nike NBA All-Star event
where participants like William Borke (New
Brunswick H.S.) had a chance to pick up some
cool souvenirs. The day culminated with a
Drexel-Delaware Men’ s basketball game.

Kathleen O’ Brien, Coordinator of Destina-
tion 2002 and Academic Coach at Ben Franklin
H.S. feels that the day “was a great opportunity
for players to meet others who are also in-
volved in the program.” Student Miguel Ulloa
agrees. He says, “ The best part of my day was
hanging out with the Baltimore Play it Smart
guys,” and of course, “trying out some of the
Philly cheesesteaks!”

We all look forward to the next Destina-
tion event.
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Most recently, Play It Smart has been featured
on the Madison Square Garden (MSG) network
in New Y ork. The spot discussed program initia-
tives with a spotlight on Charles Gomes, the
Academic Coach for both Canarsie and South
Shore High Schoolsin Brooklyn, NY.

Finaly, in the February 11 issue of Sports
[llustrated, fans caught a glimpse of former New
York Jets Placekicker, Jim Turner, who now
serves as an Academic Coach at Jefferson Senior
High in Denver, CO. He has been with the team
since their 2000 season.

Be sure to keep your eyes open for future Play
It Smart sightings!
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sion | university. It is even more impressive
that ten of these varsity athletes are also fulll
academic qualifiers.

Three members of the Buchtel High
School football team in Akron, OH will also
be attending Division | universities on full
athletic scholarships next fall. In addition,
three other players have received full aca-
demic awards, including Eric Fletcher who
has been named the Ohio State Y oung
Scholar.

Good luck to all of the Play It Smart sen-
iors who will be attending college next fall!
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Not only do Play It Smart athletes make
the grade in the classroom and on the field,
but they are scoring pointsin their local com-
munities as well. Community serviceisan
integral part of the Play It Smart curriculum,
but these days, two schools are taking it to
the next level. New Brunswick High School
in New Brunswick, New Jersey and Austin-
East High School in Knoxville, Tennessee
are setting their goals high and achieving
them.

Theteam at New Brunswick high
school, lead by Academic Coach Laurie Ben-
Ami, wants to deliver an extraordinary 1000
hours of service to their neighborhood. So
far, they can account for 640 of those hours
and the freshmen have paved the way with
over 200 of those hours. Each month, Ben-
Ami and her players spend Sunday mornings
at alocal nursing home participating in arts
and crafts with the residents or even playing
board games with them. During the week,
many of the players spend up to three Mon-
day evenings a month at soup kitchen help-
ing to prepare and serve the food and clean-
ing up at the end of the night. In addition to
these regular visits, a number of the New
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The Miami Dolphins have adopted and
agreed to fund two schools in their local
community: Glades Central and
Pahokee Middle/Senior High
School. On October 16, 2001,
Dolphins' Safety Shawn
Wooden and Linebacker Twan
Russell, took time from their
hectic schedules to visit each
team during their afternoon
practices. They spoketo the
players about teamwork, com-
munity service, leadership, and
the value of a good education;
all of which are essential ingre-
dients for the success of the
Play It Smart program.

Brunswick playerswill also be taking part in
a Specia Olympics bowling event during
March 23 and 24. Some will spend up to
nine hours a day with the participants either
assisting in their assigned lanes or simply
cheering for support! Coach Ben-Ami is ex-
tremely proud of her team. She saysthat itis
sometimes a challenge to make sure that eve-
ryone who wants to volunteer has a chance to
because they are all so eager to be involved.
In fact, sign up nights during study hall tend
to have perfect attendance!

Down in Knoxville, TN, Academic
Coach Ore Pumariega has combined histwo
teams from Fulton and Austin-East High
School to complete two large clean up pro-
jects.

“First Creek, First Program” took place
on Saturday, March 9. Although the weather
was less than cooperative, participants still
did their part to clean up the community by
collecting amost 31 bags of garbage from a
local river bank. Each participant felt it was
very rewarding. The second project for the
teams will take place on Saturday, March 23.

Keep up the good work everyone!
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Then on January 6, players from both
schools had the chance to attend a Miami
DolphingBuffalo Bills game at
ProPlayer Stadium. Prior to
kick-off, the participants were
honored in a pre-game cere-
mony.

The day proved to be an
excellent experience. Chris
Walker, a Senior from Glades
Central says, “I'm grateful that
the Dolphins gave us the tick-
ets.” Along with Academic
Coach Christine McEntire-
Patton, we all “salute the Dol-
phins for taking the lead with
the Play It Smart partnership.”

Members of Austin East and Ful-

ton High School (TN) at “First
Creek, First Program.”
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The National Football Foundation Center for
Y outh Development through Sport at Springfield College
began full time operation this past January. The Center will
provide support to the NFF' s Play It Smart program
through curriculum devel opment, research, training, and
outreach functions.

Play It Smart, a program that uses the sport ex-
perience as a vehicle to prepare youth for constructive fu-
tures, has grown consistently over the past few years. It
began in 1998 with four pilot schools and it has now ex-
panded to include forty-four schools across the United
States. The program places an Academic Coach, an athleti-
cally oriented counselor, in an underserved high school to
assist individual players and the team in identifying and
achieving their goals. The program has had overwhelming
success and the results have been remarkable with GPA's,
SAT scores, and graduation rates soaring.

The NFF Center currently consists of three full-
time staff members: Director, Al Petitpas, Ed.D; Associate
Director and Researcher, Allen Cornelius, Ph.D.; Project
Coordinator, Kelly O'Brien, M.Ed.; and four graduate as-
sociates. If you have any questions or would like to speak
to someone at the Center, you can reach ustoll free at
866-532-2289 or by email at nffcenter @spfldcol.edu.




