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     Coming from a tough inner city neighbor-
hood, Brandent Englemon had a lot of op-
portunities to take the wrong path, yet ac-
cording to his Academic Coach Keri Gu-
miney, Brandent only allowed positive role 
models into his life.  That instinct has made 
Brandent the pride of Holmes High School in 
Covington, Kentucky, landed him a football 
scholarship at Michigan and made him the 
first PLAY IT SMART participant to win the 
prestigious recognition as a National High 
School Scholar-Athlete by the National Foot-
ball Foundation and College Hall of Fame. 
    “When I got to him 
in 2001, Brandent 
was pretty well bal-
anced.  He is what he 
is today because of 
himself, his uncle and 
his grandmother.  He 
was born to do good 
things,”  said Coach 
Keri. “PLAY IT 
SMART was lucky to 
have him in the pro-
gram…. I don’ t know 
if Brandent realizes 
the impact that he continues to have on the 
kids at Holmes.”  
    While at Holmes, Brandent earned a 4.88 
GPA on a scale of 4.0 and received high 
school All-America honors as a running back 
for the Bulldogs in 2002.  He also took on 
countless leadership roles in the community, 
including mentoring younger students at the 
local elementary school and spending time at 
a retirement home. 
    On December 9th, Brandent was recog-
nized during the National Football Founda-
tion’s Awards Dinner in New York City 
where he sat on the dais with Barry Sanders, 
Joe Theismann, General Tommy Franks 
(Ret.) and many other notables.  He was one 
of four student-athletes chosen from more 
than 1 million high school football players to 
be honored as a National High School 
Scholar-Athlete.  
    “The whole thing was an awesome experi-

ence, especially when me and the other 
high school scholar-athletes went to Time 
Square.  I took a lot of pictures just stand-
ing there…the MTV building…where 
they drop the ball…the big screens.  It’ s 
an experience that I will remember for the 
rest of my life. It made me glad that I 
worked that hard to receive the recogni-
tion.”  
     Seeing the likes of Ole Miss’  Eli Man-
ning and Miami’s Jonathan Vilma receive 
$18,000 post-graduate scholarships that 
night also inspired Brandent.  “ It made me 

want to worker harder in 
college and receive a 
Foundation postgraduate 
scholarship. It made me 
realize that it’s not over. 
College is more chal-
lenging than high school 
because you have the 
best students from 
around the world in your 
classes.”  
     Coach Keri said 
Brandent’s legacy is 
alive and well at 

Holmes. Billy Snell, a 300-pound junior 
and offensive right tackle for the Bull-
dogs, concurred, explaining that Bran-
dent’s accomplishments show that aca-
demics are just as important as athletics. 
     “ If it was not for Brandent, a lot people 
would not be where they are today.  A lot 
of people worked to impress him. We talk 
about him every other day,”  Snell said. 
“We can’ t wait to watch him play at 
Michigan.  If each player tries as hard as 
Brandent did, it will show them that they 
have a chance.”  
     During his trips home, Brandent en-
courages the players at Holmes to attend 
college.  “ I think me being here gives 
them confidence that they can make it as 
well,”  Brandent said.  “Just seeing me 
make it after all the things that I have been 
through shows them that they can make it 
despite any obstacles they have.”  
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     Despite hectic football and academic schedules, 
PLAY IT SMART participants from Galileo Academy in 
San Francisco have partnered with the Oakland Raiders 
in a number of community events, including an NFL 
Youth Flag Football Tournament and the NFL Alumni 
2nd Annual Drug Clinic.  
       On October 25th, the team volunteered 
for a second year at the Raiders flag football 
tournament. They set up the fields, manned 
the Gatorade stations, recorded the games, 
and used their football knowledge to referee.  
Freshman Vermar Langley, who assumed 
the role of assistant coach for a team of 
younger players, felt the day was “a great 
opportunity for kids to play football.”  After 
a victory in the semi-finals, Langley hoped 
to take the team to the final round and an 

opportunity to play at Disney World. 
     Participants also heard from Gary Weaver, a line-
backer with the Raiders in ‘73 and the Green Bay Pack-
ers from ’75-’79, during a drug clinic where they learned 
to “Reach for the Stars Not Drugs” . Weaver highlighted 

the importance of school and living a drug 
free life. The day held a special surprise for 
junior Jose Antonio Gonzalez who received 
honorable mention for the Eason Ramson 
“Celebrate A Drug Free Life Award.”   
     Academic Coach Cat Seymour is proud of 
her volunteers. "In my second year of Play It 
Smart, I am excited to have more athletes not 
only committed to the program, but also to 
community activities".  
 
 

· The Seattle Seahawks provided PLAY IT SMART 
an information booth at six of their home games, and 
participants from Galileo Academy in San Francisco 
joined the Seattle participants from Rainier Beach 
and Chief Sealth in the booth during the Seahawks-
49ers game on Sunday, Oct. 12th.  

· New PLAY IT SMART fundraising brochures were 
distributed to Academic Coaches in November and 
have brought in several significant donations, includ-
ing a $1,000 check from a mother of a participant in 
Brooklyn, NY. Please contact Phil Marwill at the 
Morristown office for additional copies. 

· Mark your calendars! The 2004 Academic Coach 
training is scheduled for July 24-29th! 

· The Philadelphia Eagles launched a web page dedi-
cated to the Philadelphia PLAY IT SMART Student 
Athlete of the Month at: http://www.
philadelphiaeagles.com/fanzone/eaglesinthecomm.jsp 

· Seven New England PLAY IT SMART schools 
competed in a community service challenge with the 
top five volunteers winning tickets to the Dec. 7th 
Patriots-Dolphins game at Gillette Stadium. 

· Under the leadership of their Academic Coaches, Cat 
Seymour and Cherron Gardner, athletes at Galileo 
Academy (Cal.) and Central HS (NJ) have become 
cross-country pen pals.  
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year colleges to his students.  He left the Play It Smart 
program in the summer of 2002, as he was required 
spend more time at Arizona State University to complete 
his doctoral degree in Sports Psychology.  We are very 
fortunate to have Brandon back with the Play It Smart 
team. 
     Other new team members to welcome are Jelani Over-
ton who is the new Academic Coach at Stratford HS in 
Nashville, TN and David Kiehn the new Academic 
Coach at Dunbar HS, a new Play It Smart school in 
Washington, DC.  Again, we are very fortunate to have 
such a passionate and committed group as our Play It 
Smart team. 

            - Jim Presbrey, Play It Smart National Director�
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     I am excited to announce that after a very thorough 
search with a pool of very passionate and qualified appli-
cants, the NFF has selected Brandon Alderman as the 
new Play It Smart Regional Coordinator for the schools 
in the Southeast and the Southwest.  Brandon brings a 
wealth of experience to Play It Smart as a Division I 
wrestler at University of Wyoming, a high school and 
college coach, a Play It Smart Academic Coach, a 
teacher, a researcher and college-level advisor.   
    Brandon served as the Academic Coach at Glendale 
HS outside of Phoenix from 2000-2002.  During his ten-
ure at Glendale, Brandon built great relationships with 
the team, the teachers, the administrators and the NFF 
Chapter members along with introducing the idea of a 
‘Pride Period’  (study hall), community service and four-
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and representatives from the National Office in Morris-
town. It has been established to assist the local PLAY IT 
SMART program in enhancing current programmatic 
components, identifying leads for local media exposure, 
designing a local vision for program growth, and con-
structing a solid fundraising plan to maintain and sustain 
the program over the long haul. 
      Even in its early stages, the new Board has made 
great strides in assisting their local PLAY IT SMART 
program. Thank you to each member for continuing to 
help make an impact in the lives of the young people of 
Pittsburgh!�

     The first official PLAY IT SMART Local Advisory 
Board has been formed in Pittsburgh, Penn.  The Board, 
which has been coordinated by Westinghouse High 
School Academic Coach Taunya Tinsley, demonstrates 
the success a collaborative effort can accomplish in the 
community.   
      The local board is comprised of individuals from 
Westinghouse High School, the Pittsburgh 
Steelers Player Development and Community Relations 
Department, current Steeler players, the Pittsburgh Pub-
lic School District, Carnegie Mellon University, the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, Team USA Logo Chairs, WPXI, 
the local business community, the local NFF Chapter, 

     Instead of spending a half day of school hanging out 
with friends or catching a nap, six Fowler football play-
ers traveled to Delaware Elementary School where they 
spent time interacting with kindergarten and second 
grade children. Although the guys were a bit anxious as 
they discussed which books they might read, these feel-
ings subsided as they were ushered to their individual 
classrooms. 
     Each player was met by dozens of curious eyes as the 
youngsters wondered about their new visitors. Some 
joined the class in their current activity while others were 
ushered to the “chair of honor”  where they began to read 
stories such as The Polar Express and The Lost Mitten to 
a very captive audience. “At first I thought they would 
just be all over the place,”  explained senior Jowan 
Thornton, “but once they knew who I was, and why I 
was there, they were excited.”  

     Afterwards, the Fowler players joined their new 
friends for lunch in the cafeteria when one young boy 
tapped an athlete on the shoulder and quietly asked him 
to sign his paper. Then to everyone’s surprise, 60 of his 
schoolmates followed as they hurried around the cafete-
ria collecting the “autographs”  
of the six visitors. “ It was 
crazy,”  commented sophomore 
Lee Jennings. 
     The experience was unex-
pected but memorable.  The 
administration was pleased and 
encouraged the Fowler players 
to return later in the year. It 
looks like the beginning of a 
wonderful relationship. �
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at Austin-East. The hardest part is to leave a program that 
is the real deal in terms of influencing lives." 
     Pumariega, 32, takes great pride in knowing that he 
helped break down the misconception among his players 
that their only option for college was to play at Tennes-
see or Florida State.  Thanks to his efforts generations of 
Knoxville PLAY IT SMART 
participants will know that they 
can continue as student-athletes 
by attending prep schools, jun-
ior colleges, or schools in the 
NAIA or Divisions I-AA, II, or 
III in the NCAA.                   

     Thanks Coach Puma and 
good luck!�

     It was not an easy decision for Regional Coordinator 
Ore Pumariega, but he has decided to take a new position 
in the Knoxville community. He will remain an active 
supporter of PLAY IT SMART, but in Mid-December 
“Coach Puma” started an exciting new position at       
Advantage Investors Mortgage.  
     After four years with the PLAY IT SMART program 
and hoping to have children of his own in the near future, 
Coach Puma and his wife Dana decided that the new job 
was just too good of a long-term financial opportunity to 
refuse.  
     "It has been a very tough decision because this pro-
gram is my baby and I helped start it," Coach Pumariega 
told the Knoxville News Sentinel. "But I feel good be-
cause we have gotten quality academic coaches at both 
schools: Vincent Lambdin at Fulton and Susan Gutkind 
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even provided unexpected entertainment to the Bur-
gard athletes with magic and card tricks.  Holmes’  
Academic Coach Keri Guminey said the evening 
“was a cool opportunity for the guys. It’s something 
they still talk about today.”  Terry Dixon, Academic 
Coach at Anacostia HS, agreed. “The [Washington 
Redskins] players were very receptive.”  Even his 
guys can still be heard echoing their favorite lines 
throughout the halls. 

Radio also made quite an impression off screen. 
Columbia HS Academic Coach Kyrstin Krist re-
cently had a chance to see him in person when she 
attended the South Carolina North-South All-Star 
football game to support Columbia senior Earl Whit-

more who had been chosen to be a 
member of the South team. Radio, who 
attended the game with his head coach 
Harold Jones, led the players onto the 
field and through the coin toss. Krist 
describes Radio as “everything you can 
imagine him to be. He was an integral 
part of the North-South Game.”   

The Buffalo Bills, Washington Redskins and 
Cincinnati Bengals recently hosted over 75 PLAY IT 
SMART participants from Anacostia, Burgard, and 
Holmes high schools for private screenings of the 
movie “Radio” .  Inspired by a real-life mentoring 
relationship between a high school football coach 
and a mentally challenged man that changed a small 
South Carolina town, Radio provided the PLAY IT 
SMART participants an opportunity to learn about 
the value of accepting people with different capabili-
ties. Participants would like to thank Buffalo Bills’  
Coordinator of Community Relations Chris Lewis, 
Cincinnati Bengals’  Player Development Director 
Eric Ball, and Alex Hahn, Director, and Catherine 
Augustyn, Program Coordinator, of the 
Washington Redskins Leadership 
Council.  

Members of the respective 
NFL teams, such as Bills’Center Jon 
Dorenbos and Redskins’  RB Trung 
Canidate, mingled with participants 
prior to the movie. Many signed auto-
graphs, took pictures, and Dorenbos 
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