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The Play It Smart team and family con-
tinues to grow and pick up momentum.
Asthe Academic Coach builds relation-
ships within the school and community,
more people become attracted to the pro-
gram. It isespecialy gratifying to hear
about all the support that comes from the
family and friends of the Academic
Coaches.

Michelle McCann goes to every Hill-
house game to support Jeff as well asthe
program. Two weeks ago, Dr. David
Lewis, the Director of Substance Abuse
for the NHL, spoke to the kids at Chandler
HS who are coached by his son, Matt.

Ore Pumariega has friends from college
who donate dress shirts and ties to his
kids. Steve Haynesinvited Leon White, a

etc. witness the passion and energy that
the AC’s put into the program and are
inspired to get involved.

| would like to welcome a few people
who have recently become officially con-
nected to the Play It Smart family:
Dwight Treadwell, our new AC at Aus-
tin-East HS and Kerry Purvis, our new
‘Assistant’ AC at Allentown HS,
Quianna Moore, Terry Dixon’s fiancé;
Valerie Thompson, Devin Riley’ sfiancé,
and Ali Presbrey, who joined me and
Joann as the smallest addition to the team
at 8 pounds 7 ounces on October 17",

The strength of the program comes not
only from the Academic Coach but from
the relationships that we build with the

friend, to speak to hiskids,

and now Leon isan Academic
Coach at San Diego HS. Lisa ‘
Anthony’ s son, Sean, trans- |
ferred to Akron Butchel for his '
senior year so he would be
able to benefit from hisMom'’s
coaching and the healthy envi-
ronment of the Play It Smart
team. Mothers, fathers, broth-

players, coaches, administration
and community. We acknowl-
edge this phenomenon as ‘the
Friends of Play It Smart.” Keep
us posted as your Play It Smart
team continues to grow.

-Jim Presbrey,
National Director , Play It Smart

ers, sisters, spouses, fianceés,

Does Play It Smart Create Success on the Playing Field?

Does Play It Smart improve perform-
ance on the field? This question has been
asked repeatedly over the past few years.
Some would argue yes and others no.
However, these success stories might just
change your mind.

Manual HSin (Ind.) is having aturn-
around year after going 1-8 last season to
4-6 this season. Barringer HS (NJ) isin
the record books this season with 4 wins,
the most in 16 years. At least 35 Play It
Smart schools went to the play offsthis

season and seven teams are now playing
for the State or City Championships:
George Washington (Penn.), New Bruns-
wick HS (NJ), Commerce HS (Mass.),
Fulton HS (Tenn.), Hillhouse HS (Conn.),
Perry Walker HS (LA), and Pahokee HS
(Fla).

We all know that the Play It Smart pro-
gram improves one's classroom perform-
ance, but perhapsit truly does have an ef-
fect on the football field as well. Con-
gratulations to each and every one of you!
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Earlier this season, the Texans' were the gracious hosts
for an abbreviated academic coach training. Recently, they
opened their facility again to one of the four new Play It
Smart membersin the Houston area, Milby High School.

On Saturday, October 12, the football team wasinvited
to watch a Texans' walk-through at Reliant Stadium. The
players were greeted by the Texans' Director

ers, including QB David Carr, WR Corey Bradford, and CB
Aaron Glenn, visited with the Milby team to sign auto-
graphs. Even Coach Capers made an appearance and spent
some time speaking with the group. When it was time for
the Texans' to retreat for the afternoon, the Milby players
wrapped up their day with atour of the facilities, making a
stop at both the locker and film rooms.

of Operations and then brought to the field
where they met with General Manager and
Springfield College Alum, Charlie Casserly.

At the completion of the introductions, the
Milby players had a chance to watch the Tex-
ans' practice up close and personal. They
were able to check out the special teams and
then roam the sidelines to view the maneu-

The day proved to be a great experience
for everyone. Sophomore DT/OT Addison
Perez said, “The coaches and the trainer
were very informative, very nice, ...and en-
thusiastic about us being there.” All of the
players “were pretty big and had afoot on
everyone.” Once again, thank you to the
Texans for their continued generosity and

vers of the first team offense and defense.
But the day did not end there!

After practice, anumber of Texans' play-

support of the Play It Smart program.

Asthe football season comes to a close, two Ohio sen-

#s

Business Administration at Georgetown or Bucknell.

iors were recently honored at a Cleveland
Browns home game for their stellar per-
formance in the classroom. Ronnie Walker
of Akron Buchtel HS and Robert Brown-
ing of Cleveland Glenville were selected as
Coach Davis' Academic Achievers.
Walker currently has a 3.6 cumulative
grade point average (GPA) and has had a
4.0 GPA for the last five marking periods!

Browning also has a 4.0 cumulative GPA
and excelled again during the past marking
period. Heis currently ranked number three
in his class and would like to attend either
Georgia Tech, Georgetown, or Indiana Uni-
versity where he will consider amajor in
Computer Engineering.

Great job to both young men who have
set agreat example for other Play It Smart

Not only is he ranked 6th in his class, but
heisthe only malein the top 25 of 2003!
Next year Ronnie would like to study R
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participants!
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On Saturday, October 26, Play It Smart participants at
Galileo Academy in San Francisco, Cal.,
volunteered at the first annual 49er’s NFL
Flag Festival and Skills Clinic.

Accompanied by their Academic Coach,
Caltha (Cat) Seymour, the 15 participants
arrived bright and early at Crocker Amazon
Field where they would spend the day
“coaching” over 200 children between the
ages of six and twelve. They taught the
young athletes a number of offensive and
defensive skills and then assisted in a num-

ber of 60 minute skills competitions. Through out the day,
Play It Smart volunteers were responsible
for setting up the drillsand for making sure
3| that the young athletes understood the rules
and guidelines for the skills provided by
the NFL Flag.

Other Play It Smart schools who volun-
teered at the NFL Flag Festival this fall
include Akron Buchtel and Glenville HS
(Ohio) and Concord HS (Calif.). A job
well doneto all those who volunteered
their time and energy!
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It their first Play It Smart season, the George Westing-
house football playersin Pittsburgh, PA are already scoring
plenty of points. Under the leadership of the November
Academic Coach of the Month, Taunya Tinsley, the Bull-
dogs are on the move and making huge strides on and off
thefield.
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visited by Linwood Harris from the University of Pittsburgh
and Damian Dourado of Carnegie Mellon. Recently, mem-
bers of the Pittsburgh Steelers, including Player Develop-
ment Coordinator Anthony Griggs, have spoken to the guys
about their commitment level in sport and school and the
responsibility they have to each other and the

The players have the opportunity to take
part in not just one, but two, study halls. The
first, which is a breakfast club that meets at
7 am., gives the guys a chance to complete
their homework and to discuss various topics
such as time management and/or personal
development. The afternoon session allows
for SAT or PSAT preparation and provides

team. On November 15, the Steelers and the
Bulldogs visited alocal elementary school
together.

Finally, Dawn Day, a student volunteer
from Carnegie Mellon, provides goa setting
assistance and tutoring twice a week to many
of the student-athletes.

To view the article on Coach Tinsley, go

time for guest speakers.
Since September, the Bulldogs have been

to the “Academics’ page at www.nflhs.com.

*

Teaching and learning life skillsisan integral part of the
Play It Smart program. On October 24th, the football play-
ersat Chandler High School in Phoenix, AZ were treated to
expert speaker Dr. David Lewis. Dr. Lewisisthe Director
of the substance abuse programs for the NHL (National
Hockey League) and the Major Soccer L eague substance
abuse program as well as the father of Chandler Academic
Coach, Matt Lewis.

Dr. Lewis provided the players with avery powerful
presentation which had previously been given to profes-
sional hockey players. Although the focus of the presenta-
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New Jersey boosts the largest concentration of Play It Smart
schoolsin the country with nine, and on October 6" acritical
mass of 350 Play It Smart participants descended on River
Front Stadium in Newark for afun filled day.

The hook for the gathering was the annual Pride Bowl,
which this year featured the football teams from Army and
Navy. The Pride Bowl serves as an annual fundraiser for alo-
cal charity, Project Pride, which runs SAT prep classes, grants
scholarships and brings guest speakers to the local Newark
schools. Asthe potential beneficiaries of some of these pro-
grams, a handful of Play It Smart participants took the lead in
lending a hand in the setting up for the game and the distribu-
tion of programs.

True to form, the nine academic coaches in attendance made
the day into more than just watching a football game. Prior to

tion was on drugs, alcohol, and steroids, many of the players
asked questions about the dangers of using supplements.

The Play It Smart program teaches student-athl etes to
make healthy life choices. Hopefully, these players will re-
call what they learned from Dr. Lewisif they are ever faced
with adifficult decision in the future.

)

the game, attendees were exposed to a rousing speech on the

elements of effective goal setting by Ken Parker, aformer de-
fensive back with the New Y ork Giants and a current member
of the MAN (Minority Athletes

Networking). He spelled his goa
setting plan out with the acronym
SMART: Specific, Measurable,
Action-oriented, Realistic, and
Time-appropriate. He spoke
about the importance of never
giving up, aiming high, and
knowing that everything is possi-
bleif you follow a SMART game | 45 2
plan. 6
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When asked how long he would like to be an academic
coach, Harvey Thompson simply responds “the rest of my
life.” It might be to the chagrin of hiswife, who wanted
him to stay in his high profile marketing job at Nike, but to
the student-athletes at Rincon and Cholla High Schoolsin
Tucson it is ablessing.

Harvey, aformer Arizona basketball player for legen-
dary coach Lute Olson, found his passion three years ago
and has not looked back. He' s the perfect role model for
his young players, making sure they sit in the front row
during class with military zeal and sending them to the
friendly barber when their hair gets too

kids to meet people of different cultural backgrounds. We
had the opportunity to interact with the staff and students
from the University. It was avery exciting event for all of
us,” Harvey said.

Among the many other groups in attendance were the
Black Engineering Society, the Minority Law School As-
sociation, and several fraternity and sororities. Harvey and
his teams made connections with 10 Arizona college stu-
dents, who have volunteered to tutor the teams in math,
English, and history.

“Our kids were so well manner. It created a bond be-
tween the students, our tutors, and me,

long.

To start the year, Harvey brought
both of histeams together for an Afri-
can-American Student Affairs day at
the University of Arizona. Harvey had
three objectives for the day: developing
asense of connectedness between the
students at Rincon and Cholla; expos-

building our relationships and putting
friendship first,” Harvey said. “Being
on campus and meeting the current U
of A students was very inspirationa for
the team.”

Harvey' s magic has clearly made a
difference. Last year the Rincon fresh-
man team had to cancel their season

ing them to college life; and finally $

finding new volunteers from the col-

lege to help with his program. $ " %
“It was a great opportunity for the |8

+ o5 | because of indligibility. With the addi-
& tion of Play It Smart this year, 98 per-
cent of the 26 freshmen were academi-

caly eligibleto play.




