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Academic Coach training set
for July at Springfield College.
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The National Football Foundation Center for Y outh
Development through Sport at Springfield College began
full time operation this past January. The Center will pro-
vide support to the NFF' s Play It Smart program through
curriculum development, research, training, and outreach
functions.

Play It Smart, a program that uses the sport experience
as avehicle to prepare youth for constructive futures, has
grown consistently over the past few years. It began in 1998
with four pilot schools and it has now expanded to include
forty-four schools across the United States. The program
places an Academic Coach, an athletically oriented coun-
selor, in an underserved high school to assist individual
players and the team in identifying and achieving their
goals. The program has had overwhel ming success and the
results have been remarkable with GPA’s, SAT scores, and
graduation rates soaring.

The NFF Center currently consists of three full-time
staff members: Director, Al Petitpas, Ed.D; Associate Di-
rector and Researcher, Allen Cornelius, Ph.D.; Project Co-
ordinator, Kelly O’Brien, M.Ed.; and four graduate associ-

ates. If you have any questions or would like to speak to
someone at the Center, you can reach ustoll freeat 866-
532-2289 or by email at nffcenter@spfldcol.edu.

The National Football Foundation Center opened
for business this past January. It is located on the
edge of the Springfield College campus.




