Gridiron Passion Provides
Academic Motivation

Midway through his sophomore year at
Jefferson Davis High School in Houston,
Andrew Jones faced an unenviable situa-
tion rarely confronted by teenagersin their
high school years. Texas age eligibility
requirements for high school sports would
have prevented him from playing football
during his senior year.

His choice was simple: stay the course
and sit the sidelines during his senior year,
waiting until college to play football again
inthe fall of 2006, or acceler-

"Angie keeps me going and has made
sure I'm prepared for the SAT’s and col-
lege applications," Jones said. "The whole
program has given me and the entire team
abetter grasp of what it takes to get into
college."

Although Henderson claims that Jones
had a firm grasp on his academics after
transferring from Smiley High School be-
fore his sophomore year, she says PLAY
IT SMART has had a noticeable impact

on Jones, and vice versa.

ate his academic workload, .
gaining enough credits to =)
graduate this spring. Andrew, [l
determined to stay off the
sideline for even ayear, took
the requisite classes last year |
and over the summer to be on
track to graduate this spring
and head directly to the col-
lege gridiron. For his dedica-
tion and commitment to over-
coming an unexpected chal-
lenge, Andrew has been se-
lected as the October PLAY

Jefferson Davis RB Andrew
Jones is the PLAY IT
SMART student-athlete of
the month for October.

"Andrew has become more
of aleader in histwo years
with the program, but he has
also inspired his classmates
and created an academic chal-
lenge for the other players that
has become a serious competi-
tion," she said. "Everyoneis
beginning to take alot of pride
in their successin the class-
room, and Andrew deserves
credit for helping to create
that."

Jones, who is now being

IT SMART student-athlete of
the month from more than 10,000 student-
athletes nationwide.

"Andrew has been nothing but an ex-
ceptional student since he's come to the
PLAY IT SMART program," said Angie
Henderson, academic coach at Jefferson
Davis. "I had no doubt that he would be
able to succeed with the transition to an
increased workload."

The transition required Andrew to take
four classes during this past summer while
adding credits to his regular load through-
out hisjunior year. He has thrived both
athletically and academically, maintaining
a 3.4 GPA while leading the Panthersinto
contention for a playoff berth. Heison
pace to graduate in June, crediting PLAY
IT SMART and his academic coach with
helping him to be in position to finish high
school injust three years.

recruited by Texas State and
North Dakota State to play football, was
named rookie of the year in 2003 and has
aready rushed for 1,000 yards this season.

"Andrew has come along way in such
ashort time, and there’'s no doubt that An-
gieand the PLAY IT SMART program
helped guide him and kept him focused on
what he needed to do," said Chuck Ar-
nold, head football coach at Jefferson
Davis. "He sets an example by getting it
done, and has helped our football team by
giving the younger guys something to
shoot for."

"The other kids are fortunate to have
Andrew in the program,” said Henderson.
"He's made tremendous strides the last
couple of yearsand is a great example for
what PLAY IT SMART can help accom-
plish."
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Supporters Turn Out for PLAY IT SMART Benefit

More than 100 football players, philanthropists and sup-
porters turned out at Justin’sin New Y ork City on October
25 to benefit Play It Smart. The event, the first of its kind
held for the academic-mentoring program, raised over
$4,000 and showcased a number of its success stories from
the first six years of existence.

“Tonight was a perfect opportunity to display the true
impact of the Play It Smart program,” said Ron Johnson,
vice chairman of The National Football Foundation. “Itis
great to see that the program can generate this type of ex-
citement and support.”

The New Y ork Giants co-hosted the event, and players
from the Giants and the Jets attended to show their support
for the program. Jets linebacker Jonathan Vilma spoke
about the importance of having mentors like Play It Smart’s
academic coaches available to underserved football pro-
grams. Reggie Torber, linebacker from the Giants, agreed

with Vilmaand men-

tioned how his per-
sonal experience
growing up was simi-
lar to the beneficial
aspects of the pro-
gram.

“I relied alot on
my coach and my
family for guidance
throughout my high
school career,” Torber
said. “Play It Smartis
agreat support system
for young teenagers

Academic Coaches Cat Seymour (L)
and Cassie Pasquariello traveled from
California to show their support.

and athletes to guide
them and show them the
importance of academics
and getting an educa-
tion.”

Along with speeches
from Vilmaand Torber,
the two-hour event in-
cluded an airing of Play
It Smart’sinspirational
3-minute public service
announcement, araffle of
NFL memorabiliaand a
silent auction. Media
celebrities from ESPN, Fox and CBS, including Dick Stock-
ton, Lesley Visser, Jeremy Schapp, Dana Jacobson, and
Mike Hall, as well as numerous on-air football personalities,
were also among those

PLAY IT SMART National Direc-
tor Jim Presbrey takes a moment
to pose for a picture with his wife
Joanne during the recent event.

in attendance.

“The turnout was in-
credible, and it goesto
show how this program
has impacted so many
people,” said Jim Pres-
brey, Play It Smart’s Na-
tional Director. “Events
like thiswill go along

way in helping Play It
Smart continue to grow
and positively impact as
many high school stu-

Play It Smart alumni Noel Grant and
Jesse Phillips show their support at
the New York City fundraiser.
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dent-athletes as we can.”

PLAY IT SMART Notes

Congratulations to Nyan Boateng, a senior at Lincoln
HSin Brooklyn, NY who recently became a member of
the U.S. Army All-Star Team! The game will take
place in San Antonio, TX, on Jan. 15th, and will be
aired on NBC.

Remember the 2004 College Coaches Fair will be held
Sunday, December 5th, from 1-4 p.m at the New Haven
City Wide Fieldhouse at Hillhouse HS. For more infor-
mation, contact Gary Moore at 203-946-2429.

Matthew Murray, a senior at Jefferson DavisHS in
Houston, Tex., was selected as one of 25 finalists for
the Houston Touchdown Club Award. He attended the
Club’sluncheon on Nov. 3rd, accompanied by his Aca-
demic Coach Angie Henderson, and was awarded a
$500 scholarship.

Glades Central and Pahokee High Schools met in the
25th Annual “Muck Bowl” on Friday, Nov. 5thin Pa-
hokee, Fla. Glades Central won 25-20.

Students from Forest
Park HS traveled to the
University of Maryland
at College Park with their
Academic Coach Ayanna
Malachi. They were ad-
dressed by former Seattle
Seahawk Kevin Glover,
who is now the director
of character education for

Pahokee players support their
teammates from the sidelines
during the “Muck Bowl.”

the university football
team, about the importance of education and earning a
college degree.

Twenty-five players from Concord HS and Galileo
Academy participated in acell phone drive sponsored
by Nextel and the American Heart Association. After-
wards, they were treated to the San Francisco 49ers -
Arizona Cardinals game at Monster Park.




PLAY IT SMART in the Community and Around the Country

Dozensof PLAY IT SMART programs around the coun-
try have been volunteering in their local communities. They
aretruly learning what it means to be leaders on and off the
field.

Five students from Roxborough HS in Philadel phia,
Penn., volunteered at awalk to benefit Juvenile Diabe-
tes Research Foundation on Sunday, October 31st, with
their Academic Coach Lenese Colson. They assisted
participants with registration and distributed t-shirts.

Juniors and Seniors from Stilwell HS in Okla. visited
the Cherokee Nation Early Head Start Program at
Cherry Hill and the Stilwell Grade School where they
spent time reading stories and passing out Halloween
giftsto the children.

West Side and Weequahic
High Schools won the Golden and
Silver Brooms respectively for
cleaning up over 30 bags of trash
and recyclables during a city wide
clean-up in Newark, NJ.

Players from Topeka HS col-
lected over 50 coats in just two
days to benefit the Scotch Cleaners
“ Share the Warmth Program.” They
were generously rewarded by their
Academic Coach, Lesia Carter, with
two stockpots of homemade
chicken soup.

Students from East HS have

Students from East HS
in Green Bay, Wisc.,
volunteer at
“Spookacular” at
Lambeau Field.

been volunteering in a number of events since July, in-
cluding: Aurora Bay Care Cancer Survivor Picnic, the
150th Green Bay Celebration Parade, Summer Tradi-
tions, Spooktacular at Lambeau Field, and the Harvest
Moon Dance at the Y MCA.

Ten players from Madison Park Tech in Boston, Mass.,,
recently loaded books on to a container to be shipped to
asister school in Thalana, South Africa.

Jamaica HS students, under the guidance of new Aca-
demic Coach Stephanie Fabozzi, have officially started
their food drive for the City Harvest and will also take
part in the Mid-night Run for Thanksgiving.

Participants from Jones HS in Orlando, Fla., are provid-
ing tutoring services to the Mt. Olive Church after
school learning program. Each week, five different
players will take part on either Tuesday or Wednesday
from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Over 35 student-athletes
from Buckingham
County High School in
Virginiatook part in the
Special Olympics
Awareness Day on Nov.
15th. They assisted
with the set-up and

clean-up, running vari-
ous events, and distrib-
uting the awards. Their
efforts hel ped make the

Fred Thomas and Durod Ayers of
Buckingham County HS (Virg. )
help out at the Special Olympoics
Awareness Day Nov. 15th.

event a huge success!

Message from Morristown

Over the last month, | was overjoyed to read the dozens
and dozens of Play It Smart playoff updates. Regardless of
the team’ s success on the field, there was a consi stent theme
of progress. Schoolslike Pahokee (Fla.), Booker T. Wash-
ington (Fla.), Patterson (Md.), Glenville (Ohio), Long
Beach Poly (Calif.), Fulton HS (Tenn.) and both Dunbar
High Schools (D.C. and Ill.) routinely make it deep into the
playoffs. At South Shore (NY) and Rincon (Ariz.), squads
enjoyed winning records for the first timein afew years,
with South Shore currently making arun at the New Y ork
PSAL Championship. Teams from Weeguahic (N.J.),
Reagan (Texas), Chandler (Ariz.) and Topeka (Kan.) al
shared news of advancing to the playoffs for the first timein
along time.

Schools left out of the playoffs also passed along strong
messages of hope. Coach Jackson, Milby High School head
coach in Houston, called with news of histeam’s 4-6 re-
cord, which matched the combined win total from the previ-
ous four seasons. He spoke proudly about histeam’s aca-

demic record, with only one student declared ineligible, and
remarked that the relationships forged between the kids and
Academic Coach Rashaad Craft made all the difference.

At Mojave HS in Las Vegas, Jabari Moore boasted about
the GPA improvements of his students. Noel Grant re-
ported that one of his schools, Central Falls (R.1.), had their
most successful season in years, while his other school,
Hope (R.1.) experienced a tremendous change in attitude
with better grades and improving class behavior. Arsenal
Tech (Ind.) won a game for the first time in three years, and
added a second win before the season ended. Greg Ford
and the new head coach at Jones (Fla.), Coach Randall,
made academics and character development a priority that
will certainly pay dividends on the football field next year.

These updates provide the true essence of the Play It
Smart partnership with committed coaches and administra-
tors. Storieslike these stand as a testament to how the pro-
gram can generate alot of optimism for the future of the
young men on those teams both on and off the field.




Hyde Leadership Students Catch Election Fever

Play It Smart students from Hyde L eadership School
in New Haven, Connecticut contributed in abig way to
Election Day on November 2. Although most of the
kids were too young to vote, over a dozen Hyde stu-
dent-athletes coordinated with the New Haven Chapter
of the NAACP to serve avariety of roles throughout the

election process.

“We had kids from 8 am. to 4 p.m. helping in as
many ways as possible,” said Charles Neal, academic
coach at Hyde Leadership. “We were fortunate enough
to work with the NAACP and support their organiza-

tion with the election effort.”

With the day off from schoal,
Hyde student-athletes assisted with
parking, shuttled elderly and handi-
capped votersto the palls, and
handed out informational materials at
and around the polling stations. Fol-
lowing a breakfast with local dele-
gates and aldermen, they undertook a
door-to-door informational campaign,
ensuring that registered voters made
it to the polls and were well informed
of their electoral options.

“The guys did a great job and really seemed to enjoy
themselves,” Neal said. “It’s nice to make a difference
when you' re given an opportunity to do so.”

Hyde Leadership’s Election Day venture came in the
midst of abusy season for the magnet school’s Play It
Smart program. Every Sunday during the fall, student-

athletes from Hyde volunteered at Pop Warner football

Hyde Play It Smart students pose with Scot
Esdaile, President of the NAACP-New
Haven Chapter, after working the polls on
Election Day.

games throughout the area. They assisted in field
preparations, made sure many of the youngsters were
properly equipped for the games and provided support
throughout the contests.

Furthermore, at the time of
publication, Hyde was 9-0 and
within one victory of finishing
their regular season undefeated for
the second time in three years.

“Things have been going well
at Hyde this year,” Neal said.
“With what we're accomplishing
on the field and the contributions
we're making off it asaresult of
Play It Smart, | couldn’t be more
proud.”




